God’s plan for reaching the lost centers on the
ministry of local churches that make an
impact, with the Gospel and through the
faithful teaching of the Word. The need for
such churches in America is greater than ever.
Clearly the local church where you attend
needs your primary financial support. But as
you prayerfully contemplate where YOU can fit
into God’s plan for church planting; consider
these pieces of the big picture:

ﬁThe number of un-churched Americans nearly
doubled from 1991 to 2001. ) With an estimated 360,000
churches and an average attendance of about 125 persons
per church, every church in America could double its
attendance and there would still be 190 million people not
in church to hear the gospel on an average Sunday. Even
in most small towns, there are not enough seats if even
half of the people decided to go to church on a given Lord’s
Day.

ﬁThe number of churches in our land has
decreased in proportion to our overall population.
In 1900 there were 27 churches for every 10,000
Americans. By 1950, this ratio had dropped to 17 churches
for every 10,000 people. I since 1950, we actually have 30
percent fewer churches to reach the growing number of
un-churched people in America!

%New churches reach lost people better than
any other form of evangelism. Roughly half of all U.S.
churches did not add one new person through conversion
growth last year. The majority of newcomers to most
established churches are simply a circulation of the saints.
Research shows that new and younger churches, on
average, reach more people for Christ each year per capita
than older churches. They have an excitement and vitality
which attracts the unsaved and previously un-churched
people. They grow because they are very intentional about
discovering culturally relevant yet biblically sound ways to
reach secular people. B

'ﬁMany established churches are now in
survival mode and will eventually close. Most
churches have a lifespan of 70 to 100 years. With the
spiritual deadness of our North American culture showing
up in many churches, 80-85% of U.S. churches are on the
downside of their life cycle — many of them Bible-believing
congregations. 411t js estimated that between 3,500 and
4,000 churches dissolve every year in our nation. Yet at
best only about 1,300 new churches are being planted
annually. B1'The net result is that there are fewer
opportunities for people to hear the Gospel than before.

'ﬁHalf of all people in the U.S. and Canada live
in just 43 cities with populations of over one million,
yet, only about one out of nine Bible believing churches are
found in these cities. Millions of people in the most densely
populated places have the fewest opportunities to hear
about Christ. Yet many fundamental and evangelical
churches have fled to the comfort and safety of the
suburbs.

'ﬁ New churches are needed to reach the
growing number of ethnic people in America.
Immigration is the greatest source of population growth in
the United States. Today one in ten Americans was born in
another country. Ethnic Americans now comprise one third
of our nation’s population! We are the most ethnically
diverse nation in the world. The mission fields are no
longer overseas; they are next door. We are responsible to
reach our —Samaria, those who are geographically close
but culturally distant (Acts 1:8). Ethnic believers often have
trouble fitting into existing English-speaking, mostly white
congregations that do not understand their culture, music,
and special concerns.

'ﬁMany existing churches are not effective in
reaching today’s young people. The vast majority of
Christians are saved before reaching age twenty, yet
researchers estimate only 4% of all young people below the
age of 22 are saved." We are losing a whole generation of
young people. We need Word-based churches who will
adapt their methodologies to reach the millions of
unsaved, secular youth in this high-tech generation.

'ﬁOur children and grandchildren need churches
with room for them to become responsible
Christians and leaders. People feel connected and
committed to ministries they help lead. Leadership
positions are usually filled in existing churches by longtime
members, shutting out younger believers from decision-
making. New churches depend upon and raise up new
leaders, helping immature disciples grow up in the Lord
through service.

'ﬁFalse religions are on the rise in America.

Immigrant newcomers have brought with them their
pagan religions. As a result, we are now not only the most
ethnically diverse nation in the world but one of the most
religiously diverse nations.

e Christianity is declining and cults and traditional world
religions are up 400% from 1950.

e Both Muslims and Mormons now outnumber Jews
and Episcopalians in America.

e Islam now claims an estimated six million followers,
making it the second largest faith in our nation.
Buddhists now number 2.5 million adherents; Hindus,
some 1.2 million. False cultists have increased from
one million in 1900 to over 26 million today. [

New church plants, focused upon the lost, can help reverse

the tide.

Midwest Church Extension is on the front
line of Great Commission ministry as we
seek to permeate every identifiable
Midwestern community with the hope of
the Gospel through the biblical ministry of
a reproductive IFCA International church.
The fields ARE white unto harvest and the
laborers ARE few! Our ability to continue
this ministry, however, will depend upon
the financial help of people like you and
churches like yours. Please give prayerful
consideration to becoming part of the MCE
support team!
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Statistical information adapted and used with permission from

“Ten Reasons for Church Planting” by Ken Davis, Director of

Project Jerusalem at Baptist Bible Seminary (Clarks Summit, PA).

Midwest Church Extension is an official
church planting organization for IFCA
International. Our field includes the
Midwestern states of lowa, lllinois, Indiana,
Ohio, Wisconsin and the Greater St. Louis
area. Our aim is the permeation of every
identifiable Midwestern geographic
community with the hope of the Gospel
through the biblical ministry of a
reproductive IFCA International church.

4 Pre-placement internships available.

4+ Personalized and active supervision
and training in the field.

4+ Networking with experienced church
planters and pastors.

4 Strong mission support and guidance
in every aspect of Church Planting;
from birth to plant graduation.

# Opportunities throughout the
Midwest.

Send gifts designated for MCE'’s financial support to:
MCE, PO Box 337, Remington IN 47977. All gifts are
tax-deductible and are received with praise and
thanksgiving to the Lord!
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